Infectious osteitis pubis.
Osteitis pubis is a well-recognized painful inflammation involving the structures of the anterior half of the pelvic girdle, but its cause remains controversial. Biopsy and culture of the pubic bone in 3 patients with osteitis pubis after implantation of a urinary anti-incontinence device were consistent with pubic osteomyelitis which responded to antibiotic therapy. Infection was also found in almost all previously reported cases of osteitis pubis subjected to similar biopsy and culture. Bone biopsy and culture should be strongly considered before initiating frequently unsuccessful empirical therapy in patients with osteitis pubis.